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FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES — RURAL FIRE DIVISION 
331. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the minister representing the Minister for Emergency Services: 
I refer to the minister’s announcement on 13 April of a rural fire division within the Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services and the comments of the Minister for Emergency Services in the Legislative Assembly 
yesterday in question time when he said that the government has delivered on recommendation 15 of the Ferguson 
report. 
(1) Given that recommendation 15 states that the rural fire service is to “be led by a Chief Officer who reports 

to the responsible Minister on policy and administrative matters; and to the Commissioner for Fire and 
Emergency Services during operational and emergency response”, will the rural fire service’s chief 
officer report directly to the minister, and has this recommendation been fully met? 

(2) Given that recommendation 15 also states that the rural fire service is to “have responsibilities and powers 
relating to bushfire prevention, preparedness and response” and is to report to the commissioner during 
operational and emergency response, and that the minister, in response to my question in this house 
yesterday, said that bushfires would not be managed by the rural fire division but would continue to be 
handled locally, has this condition been fully met? 

(3) Given that the minister told the Legislative Assembly yesterday that recommendation 15 has been 
delivered, will the government ask the Procedure and Privileges Committee to examine his statement to 
determine whether the minister has misled the Parliament? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The Minister for Emergency Services has provided 
the following response. 

The Department of Fire and Emergency Services advises the following. 

(1) Yes. It is appropriate that the executive director of the rural fire division report to the Fire and Emergency 
Services Commissioner, as the hazard management agency for fire, on bushfire matters. The executive 
director of the rural fire division will chair the state bushfire advisory council, which, once established, 
will provide advice and recommendations to the Minister for Emergency Services and the FES 
commissioner on issues of strategic importance in relation to the bushfire management sector. 

(2) Yes. The arrangements for managing the operational and emergency response to bushfires are established 
by state legislation and incident management policies and are compatible with recommendation 15. 

(3) No. The rural fire division meets the intent of recommendation 15 of the “Report of the Special Inquiry 
into the January 2016 Waroona Fire”, providing dedicated resources to lead the reform of the bushfire 
management sector in Western Australia. The decision to establish a rural fire division builds on the 
option proposed by the special inquiry to establish a rural fire service as a sub-department of DFES. Its 
integration within DFES will drive structural and cultural change within the department, transforming it 
into a holistic emergency management agency, encompassing bushfire prevention, preparedness, 
response and recovery. The state government will regularly review the structure of the rural fire division 
to ensure that it is achieving its intended outcome. 
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